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MINIMUM COVER FOR UNDERGROUND CONDUITS
What are the cover requirements for installing PVC conduit underground?
Per NEC 300.5 (A)

Minimum cover Requirements. Direct-buried cable or conduit or other raceways shall be
installed to meet the minimum cover requirements of Table 300.5.
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Per Column 3, The shallowest PVC conduit can be buried is 4” with 4” of non-traffic bearing
concrete cover extending 6” beyond the pipe.

An alternate is 12" deep in a trench with 2” of concrete cover.

The 3" option is 18" deep (to the top of the conduit) with no concrete cover.

Cover is defined as the shortest distance between the top of the raceway and the final grade.
PVC conduits installed under a building have no minimum burial requirements.

Per NEC352.12 (C)
PVC conduit is NOT permitted to be installed “where subject to physical damage”.
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All code references are from NFPA 70 National Electrical Code 2008 Edition

The interpretations expressed are those of the author and are intended to be a guideline only. They are based on the
references listed. It is the responsibility of the reader to be sure this complies with the codes, standards, and
specifications applicable to any given situation. Compliance with codes, standards, and specifications is the
responsibility of the installer. Final interpretation is up to the local authority having jurisdiction.
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